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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. To account for the punishment of the Jews in the 
| text quoted from Jeremiah, and in the one under con- 
Tilustration of 3 T hes. i. 9. sideration, being called everlasting, isnot difficult. 
Ist. It is beyond all fair debate, that the term ever- 
© Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction lasting was used among the Jews to express a limited, 
from the “were of the Lord, artd from the glory of and sometimes a very short period of time. “The fact’ 
"his power.” | is, so notorious and so generally admitted, that we | 
(Concluded from page 166.) ead it useless to enter into a formal proofof it. We! 
bia recommend it to the man who doubts’the fact, to give 
et, Let ns now pay some attention tothe duration Nounu ithecee, Wetet dresser Bente bate 
U P > ) 
of this ponishment, proche dane dhe sconce pagagicy |the word ererlasting used and applied to punishment 
fion, but ererlasting destruction from the presence of the | | signifying endless duration, be will BS Bind éiough to! 
Lord. We presume the word everlasting used here,  comnmiunteite this for oie ttoresdetin’ The sueétion v¢ 
eatedaa th cae iribarenins wesc punishment | not, how Christians have understood this word for ages 
mentioned is in a future state of existence, and is also! wast, hat how did the Jews imnderstelaa 
of endless duration. A little further attention to the | 24. The Jews, were punished several times with de- 
scriptures, we think must convince all, that this very  thletion from the presénce of the Lord. They were 
circumstance is a strong confirmatiorot the interpreta- once driven from Judea, and the wotship of God at 
rep tnertepietdase >| Jerusalem, and were seventy years in captivity in 
FORE D WEED SUNT E } | Babylon. But let it be particularly noticed, that 
will etterly forget you, ee EWSF rapa Pery mee the | | though this is a long time comparitively, yet it ishever 
city that I gave PEW eg Pestle casting out | called ip scripture an everlasting desfruction or panish- 
’ ded rm na vetual shame which shall | ment. No, the word everlasting is applied to the pun- 
See B A I 5 | | ishavent of the Jew., which began at the destraction of 
Poe eee era, their City and Temple. Ii has already continued near- 
sage, page 182, and ore Deut. xxviii. 37, ane ily eighteen hundred years. All this time they have 
xxxi. 17, fs Hoses ix. 17.:Jor. ax. 11, and xa. 9, bh een punished with destruction from the presence of 
19, and xlii- 18. On this passage I shall submit for: i the Lord. In the Jewish sense of the werd everlasting, 
ES) SS eer it may well be applied to this punishment of their's, if 
tits Ne ene con Gout, Gat aier purenpe spenne a6 ‘their punishment was now toend. But how long it is 
the Jews, aud predicts a praishment which God was | yet to continue; is known daly to God. “That it is to 
to inflict upon them as a nation. ‘That the punishment , end, ty not aoubted by any Christian, and shews, that 
Pee teers ee ee though the term everlasting is expressly applied to it, 
ed. ‘That it is described in langnage simijar to the vet they do not in this casé believe it to signify endless 
text we are considering, is very obvious. It is describ- Adation: Tab consistent, every believer in the doc- 
ed as an everlasiing punishment from God’s presence. | 1, of endless misery ought to believe, that the pre- 
The Jews are to be made an “ everlasting reproach,” | sent temporal punishment of the Jews is to have no 
and “ perpetual shame.” ‘We have sufficiently seen end, because the term everlasting is applied to it ; and 
already, that to be cast out of God’s presence, is not to | ‘he ought also to believe, many things to be endless in 
be cast into hell, or endless misery, but to be cast out | ‘ ? 


duration already ended, because the word everlasting 
of Judea, and from God’s worship and service, and dis- is applied to them 


t< 
i 

persed among the heathen or getitile nations. | 3d. This punishment of the Jews, called everlasting 

2d. What we have got therefore to consider, and! 4,4 perpetual by the Prophet, and everlasting destruc- 
account for is,—why the punishment of the Jews of a) 435, from the presence of the Lord by Pael, is called 
temporal nature, is catled perpetual and everlasting.- | 4. with propriety, if we duly consider the following. | 
This, it is called in the passage we have quoted from | i'The Jews have not only been cast out of the land of | 
the prophet, and it is called everlasting by Paul, in the | | Judea, and from the Temple worship there, and dis- 
passage before us. When God said, that he would persed among all nations for nearly eighteen hundred 
make the Jews an everlasting reproach, and a perpet- | but by their unbelief of mind, exclude them- 
ual shame, all we think will readily admit, that end- The 
less duration is not meant. Why then interpret Paul’s 
language as expressing endless duration of punish- 
ment in a future state? He wasa Jew, and was speak- 
ing of the punishment of Jews. He was familiar with | have ever returned to the presence of the Lord, in his 
the language of the Old T'estament,—and borrows the worship and service prescribed in the New Hcntiienes: 
phrase “ presence of the Lord,” and why not also the | After all the exertions made to convict them to the 
word everlasting in referring to the very same tempor-} pith of © hrist, it is little else than lost labor. God 
al punishment as is described by Jeremiah. If being | | has concluded them all in unbelief. The vail still re- 
cast out of God’s presence did not mean under the Old | mains on their hearts, and all attempts to remove it 
Testament, being cast into a place of future misery, ‘have proved abortive. ‘They are an everlasting re- 
bor the word everlasting added to this punishment, proach, and a pe rpetual shame among all the nations of 
endless duration. Why should such language bol-jthe earth. What nation since the creation of the 
rowed from the Old, by the New Testament writers be world, has ever suffered so long a destruction as they 
so interpreted? Did any Jew ever uncerstand the!) .. done, yet remained a distant and numerous peo- 
phrase, cast out of God’s presence, being cast into hell And what nation under the whole heaven, has 
or endless misery, or, that the word ev erlas ling applied 
to it, expressed the endless nature of such a punisi- 
meut ? 











tion | have given of this passage. 


Jer. xxiii. 39, 40, 


of niy presence : bring an everlasting re- 
proach upon you, 
not be forgotton.” 


” 
OO. 


vears, 
selves from* God's ‘presence in their dispersion. 
Christian Church is now God’s house, as is evident 
from the New Testament. His presence is enjoyed by 
all who believe in Jesus. But how few of the Jews 








ple. 


-ver like them enjoyed such means of knowledge, anc 
yet remained a blinded and unbelieving people ? 
God has not forgotton bis covenant, and as certainly as 


Bu 





he has concluded them all in unbelief, so certainly is 
he tohave mercy upon all, At what time their ever« 
lasting destruction is to end, | know not; but it is te 
end: and should it end to-morrow, the time it has 
continued, fully and scripturally justifies the word ev- 
erlasting being applied to it. 

We have now considered this passage in connexion 
with its context; and would ask, What part of it 
proves the doctrine of endless misery in a future state 
of existence? The persons to be punished, and the 
time of their punishment forbid such an interpretation. 


| The phrase presence of the Lord, from which they are 


punished, or the term everlasting applied to it, affords 
it no support, but in the strongest manner confirms the 
views which have been advanced. Nor deesthe term 
destruction aid it, for we have seen from 2 Kings xiié. 
33, quoted above, that the term desiroy is used when 
speaking of the temporal punishment of the Jews, and 
one similar to that they are now enduring, and by which 
no one ever thought that God meant either their end- 
less misery or annihilation. 

We shall now notice any objections which have oc- 
curred, or have been started by others, against the in- 
terpretation we have given of this passage. It has 
been objected, 

Ist. How could the Jews, who persecuted the 
Christians at Thessalonica, suffer this temporal pun- 
ishment, seeing they lived so far distant from Jerusa- 
lem? ‘Yo this T answer, that had they lived at the 
north pole, it could make no difference in the case, nor 
affect the interpretation which has been given. This 
is easily perceived by considering, that when Jerusa- 
lem was destroyed, the Jews who dwelt there, in Ju- 
dea, or in any part of the world, were henceforth ban- 
ished Judea, and dispersed among all nations. From 
that day to this, and how much longer God only knows, 
they have been without a Temple, without an Altar, 
and without a Sacrifice. The few Jews who have liv- 
ed at Jerusalem since, have not enjoyed the presence 
of the Lord there. Judea is not now the land of the 
Jews. The symbols of the divine glory are not néw 
beheld, noris even the ancient site of their temple céer- 
tainly known. If any of them choose to live there, it 
is only to weep over the long desolations of their city 
and temple, and drag out a miserable and wretched 
life, in hopless expectation, that their Messiah is yet to 
cowe. Though all the Jews then did not suffer the 
dreadful calamities of the siege of Jerusalem, being at 
a distance from it at the time, yet all of them where- 
ever they lived, were punished with everlasting de- 
struction from the presence of the Lord, as stated in 
our interpretation of the above passage. ve 

But I may add, that the probability is, that a sent 
part of the Jews even suffered in the calamities of the 
seige of Jerusalem. This took place at the time of the 
feast, when the Jews were gathered from all places 
there to worship. While there, the Roman army sur- 
rounded the city, and they could not escape—Of this, 
Josephus gives an account. Even admitting, thata 
creat many of the Jews were not present at Jerusalem, 
it is evident also from the same historian, that they ‘in 
different parts of the Roman empire suffered great dis- 
tress and misery. But whether present or absent, 
from that period as a nation they were punished with 
testruction from the presence of the Lord, and the ey- 

rlasting duration of it is not yet ended. 

2d. It has been objected to the view given, that it 
-ives to the word everlasting a limited signification.— 
This is very freely admitted, and who will not admit, 
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that this term is often used in scripture to express a 
limited period of time? Yea, who will deny but that 
we have shewn above, that the term everlasting is ap. 
plied to the temporal punishment of the Jews, and to 
the very punishment which they asa people are now 
suffering? That the term everlasting is often used to 
express a limited period of time, is so obvious and so 
generally admitted that this objection deserves no fur- 
ther answer. 

3d. It has been objected to the views advanced, 
that to be punished with everlasting destruction from 
the presence of the Lord, means from the Lord’s gra- 


cious presence at the Judgment day. In answer to this 


‘l observe, that nothing is said in the passage about the 


judgment day. As little is said in it about the Lord’s 
gracieus presence. Both of these things are perfectly 
gratuitous assumptions, and do not deserve a moment’s 
attention. We have shewn by an examination of the 
scripture usage of the phrase presence of the Lord, the 
meaning of this phrase in the passage considered: and 
we call on any man to shew usa single instance, where 
this phrase gracious presence occurs, or even where 
presence of the Lord refers to God's gracious presence 


’ atthe judgment day. Unless this can be done, such 


assertions must rather go to prove, that the doctrine of 
endless misery cannot be established from this portion 
of God’s word. 

4th. It may be further objected, that, “‘the view 1 
have given of the passage does not agree with the 
eoming of Ghrist mention in chapter ii. 1, of this epis- 
tle. Init, the apostle speaks of the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ at the day of Judgment, yet you have in- 
terpreted his coming in the first chapter, as referring to 
bis coming at the destruction of Jerusalem. Will you 
not allow that both comings are the same ?””»—] have no 
occasion to deny in support of my views, that both 
comings are one and the same coming of Christ. I 
admit it. What then follows? It follows, that those 
who say the coming of Christ,(ehapter ii.1)is his coming 
at the day of judgment, ought to prove this to be true. 
Until this is proved, it can form no objection to the 
view I have given of Christ’s coming in the preceding 
chapter. It could be shewn that the coming of Christ 
in chapter ii. 1, is the same as that in chapter i.— 
Those who feel inclined to see this proved at length, 
and in a rational and scriptural manner, may consult 
Whitby on the whole of chapter ii. It is worthy of 
hotice, that he considers the comings of Christ in the 
two chapters, different. That in the first, he explains 
of Christ’s coming at the day of Judgment, and that in 
the second of his coming at the destruction of Jerusa- 
lem. If my view of Christ's coming, mentioned in 
chapter i. be correct, Whitby confirms what I have said 
im his explanation of chapter second. The last of these 
chapters he very fully explains, but the first he very 
slightly passes over, as may be seen by any one who 
chooses to consult him. On the first he gives us a few 
assertions about the meaning of the chapter, en the 
second he produces facts and evidences for his views, 
which until refuted, this objection requires no further 
answer. 

To conclude: Were we fully persuaded that the 
doctrine of endless misery was a doctrine taught in 
scripture, until something appears to invalidate the 
evidence we have stated, we could never quote the 
passage we have been considering in proof of it. As 
we do not very soon expect to see as much evidence 
produced proving that it does teach this doctrine, as 
has been adduced that it does not, we would suggest 
the following cautions which we do from past exper- 
dence. 

Ist. We caution those who believe in the doctrine 
of endless misery, not to be so dogmatical and positive 
as they sometimes are, that this and the other passage 
‘clearly and decidedly teach it. At a former period of 
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my life I have quoted this text in proof of the doctrine, 
and have preached from it as a passage full and expli- 
cit on the subject. To my shame I now confess my 
former ignorance of God’s word, and thus publish my 
shame to the world. If it be the means of teaching 
any man diffidence, modesty, and caution in his proofs 
of doctrine, or any preacher to be more careful about 
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confectionaries, and to be cooks, and to be bakers 
And he will take your fields, and your vineyards ci 
your olive yards, even the best of them, and give them 
to his servants. And he will take the tenth of your 
seed, and of your vineyards, and give to his office 
and to his servants. And he will take your men-ser. 
vants, and your goodliest young men, and your ass 


what he preaches to others, I shall not count my labor} and put them to his work. He will take the tenth of 
lost. The passage is confidently quoted, to prove the | your sheep and ye shall be his servants. And ye 


endless misery of all the wicked in a future state of ex- 
istence. We leave it to the sober judgment of every 
candid man te say, if we have not shewn, that the 
proof it affords is only in the sound of words to which a 
false idea has been attached, which when the scripture 
usage of them is fairly examined, affords it no support 
but is at varience with it. 

2d. We caution all those who deny the doctrine of 
endless misery, from being staggered in thir faith, from 
their epponents adducing some texts which have the 
appearance of proving it. The text we have been 
considering, was one, which, with the writer for a 
long time prevented him from embracing his present 
views. Though he saw many things in favor of Uni- 
versal Happiness, yet this with some other texis wore 
a different aspect. Patient investigation of the scrip- 
tures has now removed this, and the very texts which 
prevented his belief, now confirm him in the senti- 
ments he has embraced. 

Aw InaurreR Arrer TRoeTH. 
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THE GOVERNMENT OF GOD. 
“ God is King overs all the earth.” 


In order to obtain a good understanding of the char- 
acter of the divine Being as he is represented in the 
passage which heads this communication, it may be 
proper to set forth, in the first place, the character, 
manner, and conduct of a bad king, so that, by a com- 
parison, we may be able to adjust consistent ideas of a 
good one, 

That Pharaoh, king of Egypt, who oppressed the He- 
brews, when they were in his land, was a bad king.— 
He was so cruel and hard-hearted that he oppressed 
the Hebrews with heavy burdens which were intolera- 
ble, under which they cried to heaven for deliverance. 
Nor were the burdens of labor, in which brick was de- 
manded, but straw, which was necessary in the making 
of it, was denied, the most indictive of the hardness of 
his heart ; for, with a design to keep the Hebrews few 
im number, that their increasing might not endanger | 
his crown, he issued an edict that a]l the male child-' 
ren of the Hebrews should be put to death in infancy. 
Among the many wicked kings of Israel, Ahab may be 
mentioned. He wanted Naboth’s vineyard for a gar- 
den of herbs; and because the owner refused to give 
up the inheritance of his fathers, this wicked, hard- 
hearted king was sorely vexed. But Jezebel, his| 
queen, soon put him in possession of the coveted land, 
by having Naboth falsely accused and put to death.— 
The life of this valuable citizens of Jezreel was wick- 
edly and wantouly destroyed to gratify the pride and 
vanity ofan ungodly tyrant. This was but an instance 
of the general conduct of ancient tyrants, and it agrees 
well with the manner of kings, as described by Sam- 
uel in his first book, chapter viii. as follows: ** And 
Samuel told all the words of the Lord unte the peop'e 
that asked of him a king. And he said, this will be 
the manner of the king that shall reign over you: He 
will take your sons, and appoint them for himself, for 
his chariots, and to be his horsemen; and some shall 
run before his chariots. And he will appoint him cap- 
tains over thousands, and captains over fifties, and will 
set them to ear his ground, and to reap his harvest, 
and to make his instroments of war, and instruments of 


shall cry out in that day because of your king.” 


Among the prominent characteristics presented in 
the accounts to which we have referred, we discover 
absolute sovereignty, hardness of heart, such as cannot 
feel for the sufferings of others, and a coveteousness 
which seeks to advance the glory of self, and that ina 
way, and by the use of means which disregard the 
rights and privileges of others. In one word, a bad 
king glories in mischief, in cruelty, and in oppression in 
all its horrors. 

The use which we design to make of the character 
of a bad king is to direct us to form that of a good one, 
No candid person, of a good understanding, will allow 
that any of the foregoing characteristics belong to the 
divine Being, who is said, in our text, to be King over 
all the earth; but it will be allowed that properties 
contrary to those, when duly combined, will form the 
true character of the universal King. But here we 
pause.—If we proceed in their way we shall prostrate 
the orthodox idol, as dagon was humbied before the 
ark of the Lord ; for there is not a single /sature in the 
whole character of a bad king, which we have just no- 
ticed ; that is not found in the idol of orthodoxy. This 
idol, his own worshippers contend is an absolute sover- 
eign, aud that he never does any thing because it is 
right, but that every thing which he does is right, be- 
cause he does it. He brought us all into this world 
totally depraved, entirely incapable of obeying his 
law; and yet he requires us, on pain of eternal dam- 
nation, to fulfil all its injunctions perfectly. All the 
cruelty and injustice which were manifested in Pha- 
raoh’s demanding brick and denying straw, is but a 
feeble comparison to represent the cruelty and injus- 
tice of this idol of orthodoxy, in demanding perfect 
obedience of us, when he has denied us any possible 
power by which we can obey, and in dooming us to 
everlasting torment for not performing impossibilities ! 
Nor will the more perverse and cruel edict, which con- 
signed the infant Hebrews to death, be found a strong- 
er representation of the perverse and cruel doctrine 
which orthodoxy contends, sovereignty and for the 
glory of God, nas consigned millions of infants, not to 
the waters of the Nile, but to a burning lake in the 
eternal world ! 

In the manner of a worldly tyrant, so well described 
by the prophet Samuel, we discover an absolute sov- 
ereignty, directed and acting for the sule purpose of 
promoting the vain glory of monarchy, by using sub- 
jects as slaves, and by disregarding their happiness 
and rights. And this most horrible picture we see 
glaringly portrayed in the face of the idol of orthodoxy. 
This idol seeks his own aggtandisement at the eternal 
expense of millions of souls, who are consigned to in- 
describable miseries for no other purpose. Nor isthere 
any other argument in defence of this tyrany, than 
that God is a sovereign. This argument was in the 
mouth of Jezebel, the wife of Ahab. She comforted 
her husband, and incouraged him to hope for Naboth’s 
vineyard, saying, ** Dost thou not govern the kingdom 
of Israel?” If he governed the kingdom of Israel, of 
course, Naboth’s life might be taken and his vineyard 
possessed by the king. So if God governs the king- 
doms of the world, the inhabitants thereof may be sent 
to hell forever, for his glory; and this cruelty will be 
vindicated by that woman, Jezebel, who calls herself 
the church, whose whoredoms and witehcrafts ave 
many. . 

Leaving this horrible picture, let us contemplate the 





his chariots. And he will jake your daughters to be} 


ving over all the earth, free from al) those character 























jstics which are seen in earthly despots. Here we be- 
hold our Father in heaven, who is good unto all, and 
whose tender mercies are over all his works. His laws, 
flis ordinances, His providence, even His whole gov- 
ernment, in all its branches, aim solely at the good of 
His subjects, who are all His children and heirs of His 
infinite wealth. He does nothing as a Sovereign ; but 
s upon the most perfect principle of equity and good- 


act ‘ . 
voverning the concerns ofall His subjects in ten- 
5 


ness, 


der mercy. ’ 
Let it be distinctly noticed that this God, whose 


tender mercies are over all His works, ‘‘ is King over 
all the earth.” He is to those nations and people, 
which we call heathen, what be is to us. He ié their 
King and Father as well, as fully, as truly as he is 
ours. 

What a strong delusion then is this popular doctrine, 
which teaches, that the king over all the earth has no 
love for the heathen until we send missionaries and 
eonvert them to our creed. This egregious delusion 
has sent forth a host of beggars, which, like locusts, 
darken the air and devour every green thing; whose 
business is to obtain money from the hand of hard Ja- 
bor, and even from poverty itself, to defray the expen- 
ces of missionaries to go to foreign countries te convert 
the heathen to their creed, that the king of all the 
earth may not send them to hell! This swarm of beg- 
gars, like the vermin which plagued Egypt, enter into 
our houses and into our kneeding troughs, and would 
take the bread from our children’s mouths! And what 
is all this for? It is to save the heathen from the 
wrath of this idol of orthodoxy. Under this idol’s fury 
thousands are now crying out, as Samuel told the peo- 
ple they would cry out because of their king. Moth- 
ers are crying out for fear this Moloch’s wrath will fall 
on their beloved children to all eternity! And such 
are the lamentations of our deluded idolaters, that they 
demonstrate that they have no rest day nor night, who 
worship the beast. 

Let those who worship the King of all the earth, in 
spirit and in truth, and who can happily realise that 
this universal King is a universal Father and Saviour, 
endeavor to enlighten our deceived fellow heirs of the 
divine favor, that they may have confidence in Him 
““ who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto 
the knowledge of the truth.» And may we all love 
and obey our Father, our King, our Judge, our Law- 
giver, who will save us. H. B. 


ee OO 


From the Christian Repository. 


EXTRACT FROM THE PROCEEDINGS OF 
THE NORTHERN ASSOCIATION 
OF UNIVERSALISTS. 


The Members of the Northern Association of Univer- 
talists met in Council, according to appointment, at 
the house of Mr. Jostam Simonps, in Whiting, County 
of Addison, Vermont, on Tuesday Evening, the last of 
September, 1823; and after uniting in solemn and de- 
Vout prayer with Br. Loveland, organized by choosing, 


Br. 8. C. Lovetanp, Moderator. 
Br. R. BARTLETT, Clerk. 
Br. D. SkinnER, Asaistant Clerk. 


Appointed Brs. J. Bannir, A. Kinsman, and S. C. 
LovELanp, a Committee, to receive requests for let- 
ters of Fellowship, or Ordination, if any there be. 

Adjourned to 8 o'clock, Wednesday Morning. 

Prayer by Br. R. Bartlett. 

Wednesday Morning, met and opened the business 
ef the Council, by uniting in prayer with Br. A. Priest. 

Proceeded to read the letters from the several 
Churches and Societies in fellowship with this Asso- | 
tiation, and found them expressimg good tidings of ; 
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Order of Public Service for Wednesday. 
MORNING SERVICE, 
Introductory prayer by Br. R. Bartlett. 
Sermon by Br. D. Skinner. Text, Gen. xxviii. 12, 
“ And he dreamed, and behold, a ladder set upon the 
earth, and the top of it reached to heaven: and, be- 


hold, the angels of God ascending and descending up- 
on it. 


Concluding prayer by Br. A. Priest. 
AFTERNOON SERVICE. 


Introductory prayer by Br. L. Willis. 

Sermon, Br. 8S. C. Loveland. Text, Mat. xxii. 37, 
38, 39, ** Jesus said unto him, thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy mind. This is the first and great com- 
mandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself.” 

Concluding prayer, Br. C. R. Marsh. 


EVENING SERVICE. 


Introductory prayer, 8. C. Loveland, 

Sermon, Br. L. Willis. Text, Deut. xxxiii. 16, 17, 
‘* Let the blessing come upon the head of Joseph, and 
upon the top of the head of him that was separated 
from his brethren. His glory is like the firstling of his 
bullock, and his horns are like the horns of unicorns :— 
with them he shall push the people together to the 
ends of the earth: and they are the ten thousands of 
Ephraim, and they are the thousands of Manasseth.” 

Concluding prayer, Br. J. Babbit. 

Attended to the report of ministering brethren, ap- 
pointed last year to visit and represent the present 
state of the Churches and Societies belonging to this 
Association, who gave us joyful and refreshing tidings. 

Adjourned till $ o’clock, Thursday. 

Thursday Morning, met according to adjournment, 
and opened the business of the Council, by uniting in 
solemn and devout prayer with Br. R. Bartlett. 

Attended to the Report of the Committee appointed 
to receive requests for letters of fellowship and ordina- 
tion, who reported in favor of ofdaining Brs. Asa 
Priest, Dolphus Skinner, Lemuel Willis, and Charles 
R. Marsh. 

This Report was accepted. 


Arrangements for the Public Exercises for Thursday. 
MORNING SERVICE. 
Introductory prayer by Br. D. Skinner. 
Sermon by Br. A. Kinsman. Text, Mat. x. 7, “And, 
as ye go, preach.” 
Concluding prayer by Br. L. Willis. 


AFTERNOON SERVICE. 


Introductory prayer by Br. S. C. Loveland. 

Sermon by Br. R. Bartlett. Text, James iii. 17.— 
‘* But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of 
mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without 
hypocrisy.” 

Consecrating prayer by Br. J. Babbit. 

Delivery of the Scriptures and Charge by Br. S. C. 
Loveland. 

Right Hand of Fellowship by Br. A. Kinsman. 

Concluding prayer by Br. R. Bartlett. 

Attended on the report of a committee from the Gen- 
eral Convension. 

Adjourned the Association to meet at Whitehall, N. 
Y. on the first Wednesday and Thursday in October, 
1824. 

Prayer by Br. L. Willis. 

SAMUEL C. LOVELAND, Moderator. 

ROBERT BARTLETT, Clerk. 

DOLPHUS SKINNER, Assistant Clerk, 
2. (»§ = 

‘¢ But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, 
and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, 
but a doer of the work, this man shall be blest in his 
deed.—Pure religion, and undefiled, before God and 
the Father, is this, To visit the fatherless and widows 
in their affliction, and te keep himself unspotted from 
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From the (N. Y.) Gospel Herald. 


NAKED CALVINISM. 


Mr. Editor,—As the doctrine of John Calvin has 
been so long, and by so great a portion of my brethren 
of the human family, received as the doctrine of truth, 
and of the Bible, I feel it aduty, which a desire to in- 
crease the happiness of my fellow men urges me to 
perform, to solicit their candid, and, if possible, their 
uvprejudiced attention to the foundation and super- 
structure of that system in its native dress ; stripped of 
all the sophisms with which it is usually disguised by 
its advocates. 

Ist. Calvinism declares, that all men fell in Adam, 
so that they became justly liable to death temporal, 
death spiritual, and death eternal. It declares, that 
the eternal, immutable justice of God, annexed this 
penalty to the law he gave to Adam, commanding him 
not to eat of the tree of knowledge of good and evil ; 
that both Adam and all his posterily became juslly lia- 
ble to death temporal and spiritual, and to the pains 
of hell for ever, by that one rebellious act. 

Let us now inquire into and examine the true situa- 
tion in which Calvin has placed the whole race of 
mankind, God gave them a righteous law, proceeding 
froin his eternal, immutable justice, which justice im- 
mutable as it is, declares, that if they eat they shalt 
die temporally, die spiritually, and suffer the pains hell 
forever. They bave eaten! and the eternal, the im- 
mutable justice of Jenovau has pronounced their sen- 
tence. Whatisit? Answer. Adam, and all the mil- 
lions of our race, shall die temporally and spiritually, 
and suffer the pains of hell forever. Where now is 
the least ray of hope, for one of the guilty condemned 
race? Will the eternal Jehovah suffer the sentence 
which his eternal justice has pronounced, to be revok- 
ed? Much less will he himself consent to become an 
accessary to a plan, by which the most rebellious of 
the apostate race shall escape unpunished, transported 
to the regions of eternal bliss, and live in his presence 
forever, the everlasting monuments of the imbecility of 


this government, and inefficiency of his laws. 


The great Calvin has devised the plan, by which all 
this is effected, which plan he calls Gospel. Hear him. 
The eternal Son of God now steps forth and addresses 
the Eternal Father. Father, | know and acknowledge 
thy law which thou gavest to man, to be just and righ- 
teous, and the sentence thou hast pronounced upon 
them has proceeded upon the principles of thine eter- 
nal justice, they do indeed deserve to suffer death and 
the pains of hell forever. But I have set my love upon 
a select few of them, who are the mos? vile of all the 
fallen posterity ; and such is my love for them, that J 
am willing lo suffer, in my own person, all their deaths, 
and all their pains of he}] forever, in their room and 
stead. Aud thou knowest, I am able to do this; for I 
am like thyself; 1 am as truly and properly God, as 
thou art; and can therefore suffer in a small space of 
time, as much as they can all suffer should they endure 
the pains of hell to all eternity. Perfectly acceptable, 
replies the Father. I am well pleased, for I aleo love 
a few, and they are the same that thou lovest, and 
thou hast manifested thy great wisdom in the plan 
thou bast proposed in which I| perfectly accord. Thou 
bast acknowledged my sentence just ; the whole race, 
without an exception, have, by the act of their head 
and representative, become so infinitely vile and guilty, 
having all committed an infinite sin, in him their head, 
eternal justice and equity declares they ought to suffer 
death, and the pains of hell forever. It is however a 
truth, that the ends of eternal justice will be as fully 
answered if another being shall suffer in their room 
and stead ; for it is no'way essential whether the par- 
ty who suffers be the guz/ty, or the innocent / It is all- 
suffeient to satisfy my law and justice, that so much 
pain and torment may be witnessed in the party suffer- 
ing, without avy regard to his gnilt or innocence. And 








the- world.” JamEs. 


if you, my Son, my immaculately holy Son, do but yield 
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to my law and justice, the same amount of suffering, the Son to be the bearer of a message of Love. that he 
even the eternal torment due to the criminals whom | knew would subject him to the shameful death of the 
you represent, I will not only let them escape their cross :—that the love of the Son moved him to deliver 
just sentence, but J will exalt them to unutterable and | that message of love, at the mighty expense which 
_ eternal bliss. For, although they have become /otal/y can be estimated only in proportion as we can realize 
depraved, and have rendered themselves unable to do | the bitter malignity of his persecutors, which followed 
any good thing, thou, my almighty Son, art able,jand 1, him to the agonizing garden, his bloody sweat, and 
know thou wilt be perfectly holy in their room and , overwhelming sorrow there, in anticipation of his dol- 
stead. And 1 will transfer thy holiness to them, and | orous and bloody death. A death, occasioned by the 
impute thy righteousness to them, and censider it as | iniquitous and murderous dispositions and designs o' 
though they were themselves perfectly holy and righte- the men, to whom he bore this testimony of love. As 
ous. And they shall be taught, that ‘hey are thus con- it is written, ** He was brnised for,” or by, and on ac- 
sidered holy, because I have set to their account ‘hy | count of, their iniquities, and “ the chastisement of 
righteousness, though they are wholly depraved, They/ their peace,” or the consequence of his proclaiming 
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ON THE DEATH OF A CHILD, 


Where calm repose, with soothing pow’r 
Lulls all corroding care to rest, P 
Where gentile slumbers banish grief, 
Nor sorrows pain the human breast, 

Thy little Mar 
From sorrow’s turbid, troubled aa “om 
Those sparkling eyes, no more shall shed 
With sadd’ning grief. the trembling tear: 
Far, far from pains and troubles fled, ' 

Thy little Marth 
Those ruby lips, in silence clos’d, a 
No more shail pour the sad complaint ; 
Far, where vo human ills exist, 
Nor weeping eyes their sorrows vent 





shall also know, that they are the e/ec/, and that I have | their peace, wasupon him. The Father forsook him ; 
loved them, becanse I chose to love them ; not because | or, in the words of Paul, ‘ free!y delivered him up for | 
they were any more worthy of my love, than the non-/ us all,” Thus we tollow hia to the accursed tree, | 
elect, And that'l did nol love the non-elect, because ' where we seem to see the inizhty fame of love extin-| 
I did not choose to love them, thongh they were as guished by the departure of his wondrous Spirit, from | 
worthy of my love as the elect. They shall be taught, | the immaculate human form, whose touch had raised 
that it is only the weakness of human nature in them, ! the dead, whose look had penetrated the depth oi the 
that causes them to desire the future happiness even | human heart, the secrets of the soul; and whose word 
of a non-elect husband or wife, child, brother, sister, | had healed the maladies both of the bocy and min’. | 
or friend ; and that in their glorified state, they shall! But we will not dwell too long npon this wonderful | 
be perfectly delivered from such weakness ; and thy) exhibition of mingled love and grief. It pleased the. 
injunction to love ail as themselves, was only designed | Father to put him to grief. We hasten to the sepul-: 
to be operative in his life, and will of course cease to ' chre, that we may behold, on the resurrection morn, | 
be binding at their entrance into that holy state. Some | the comsummated glory of this wordrous visitation of 


remains of such a disposition may indeed be found \ Deity to man. We see hii commanding death itself 
among the non-elect, beyond the grave. Instance the ‘to subserve the purposes of his love, remorirg its hith- 
ease of the rich man it hell, supplicating for the well- erto impenetrable veil; bringing to light life and im- 
being of bis brethren. | mortality by the triumphant resurrection of Jesus, as | 

This is Calvinism. Native, simple, orthodox Calvin-! the first fruits from the dead: the first born of every 
jem. And he who does not believe and receive the | creature. Thereby giving assurance or certainty to 
doctrine thus, is not sound in the faith. The writer! all men, that they shall partake with him of immortal- 
was brought up in it, believed and advocated it for ten | ity and glory; when all shall be made alive in him, 
years, while a member of the strictest Calvinistic Bap-| who have died in Adam; when that which is sown iu 
tist church in this city; whose pastor was the only! dishonor, shall be raise in glory. Tobe fully persuad 
preacher who did not occasionally mix with their doc- | ed to accept this scriptural testimony of the lore of God, 
trine a little Armenianism, and sometimes unwittingly | | know, by experience, will excite stroug <iesires to be 
glance at the universal goodness and benevolence of like him. Will ewable us to trust and rejoice in him 
Deity. The writer was indeed while a member there, | evermore ; and give confidence to pray uuto him with- 


a 





sound in the faith. He believed it, because he was out doubting. Vi aT NESS. 
taught that the Scriptures contained it. He dared not | Soeaeeserseanwewcee nner semen NaS MS Hen 
question it, lest ‘* he should be found fichting against POR THE UNIVERSA!IST MAGAZINE. 





God.” He trusts, that he is now able to show from 


the divinely inspired word, from the book of nature ON THE DEATH OF AN INFANT. 


also, that God is the All-wise, Almighty, and All-lov- Sweet babe; escaped from noise and strife, 
ing Creator and Father of all men. That he never From toils and cares, and human woes, 
said any should die eternally, or suffer the pains of hell Thy head, in quiet slumbers rests, » 1 


Thy peaceful breast, no sorrow knows. 





forever ; or that any of the sinful and sinning children 
of men should escape the just and full measure of chas- Sweet, thy repose, beneath the turf, 
tisement, that ought to be inflicted upon them. But For all thy pains, a.cordial balm, 


For all thy tears a sure relief, 


he declares, that “ he will visit their transgressions For all thy griefs, a tranquil calm 
> “9 c . 


with the rod, and their iniquities with stripes; but 
that he will not take away his loving kindness nor suf- To travel o'er this thorny maze ? 
‘fer his faithfulness to fail.” He never did say, and it To wander thouch this desert wild? 
would be blasphemy to suppose, that he conld be And all its devious paths to trace ? 
pleased to witness, inconceivably great and awful suf- 
ferings in any being, where no reformation could be 


And, shall I wish to cail thee hence? 


No: better far, thy happier lot, 
Ere thon. those erring paths had’st known, 





effected by it, either in the party suffering, or in those To flee, with haste, the dang’rous task, 
who required the chastening rod. And, to thy better home, be gone. 

Now, Sir, | do not so much desire to persuade men Though now dissolv’4, thy tender frame, 
to become Universalists, that-they may be known by And mingled with its parent clay, { 
that appellation, exclusively. It would however give Immortal] still. thy spirit lives, 
me great pleasure, if I could so state the truth as to And reigns, where pleasures ne’er decay. 
unmake Calvinists. If I could persuade them to sub- Then rest, my child ; nor shall my heart, 
mit to the reproach of trusting in the living God, as To one repining thought, give birth, 
the Saviour of ail men, especially of them that believe; Pa shall a murm'ring sigh escape 

. F ly breast, to cal! thee back to earth. 

or of the elect, if they like the term better. If I could 
persuade them to believe, that Jesus Christ came into Though tears of sorrow, fain would flow, 


, I'll seal the fountain whence they rise, 
the world to manifest to the world, the stupendous. Nor wish thee, for this world of woe, 


the unchangeable love of the Father, more fully and To leave thy mansion, in the skies. J. Frieze. 
gloriously than that love had ever been manifested be- | -—==—=—=—-—. —- pe 

fore; and that his glory consisted in that fulness of the RICH MAN AND LAZARUS. 
grace or love and truth of the Father, which shone re-|_ Just Published, and for Sale at this Office, a Lecture 
aplendent in all he said, in all he did; and that it was! ~°?MoU,—Text, Luke xvi. 19-31. Py Rev. Thomas 


Whittemore. pa: 7 ' ‘ 
the love of the Father that. moved him to deliver up lcrekiibriggerort. of the Tirst Universalist Society, 
oD . 
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L, a ° ’ 
Why little Martha sleeps. 
Her infant breast no more shall swell, 


That tender heart no more shall beat, 
Viith anxious sighs, and sick ning pains; 
Far, in a peaceful, calm retreat, 
Thy little Martha sleeps, 
But, lo! in brighter form array‘d, 
The lovely cherub mounts the skies, 
Aud, in the bosom of her God, 
Where heav’nly joys, eternal, rise, 
Thy little Martha lives. 
Then bid thy storm of grief subside, 
Forbid thy selfish tears to flow, 
Far in a holy, happy state, 
Where everlasting pleasures grow, 
Thy little Martha lives, 
J, Prueze. 


To Titk PUB:.IC, 


Whereas several picces appeared in the Indepen 
dent Microscope, of November, 1623, published by me, 








which had a tendency to defame the character of Mr. 


AreL Bowen and Family. 1 therefore fake this op- 

portunity to declare them to be malicious and totally 

false. fam aware that | have injured their feelings, 

and in this public manner acknowledge that they have 
been unjustly and wrongtully misrepresented, 
L, T. HALL 

Beston, April 6th, 1624. 





MARRIED, 
In this city, on Sanday morning last, by Rev. Mr. 


| Streeter, Mr. William Gould to Miss Catherine Rob- 


inson. 


DIED, 
In this citv, on Wednesday morning last, Capt. Joba 
-? e op] 
Spear, a revolutionary patriot, aged 75. 


DEATH OF GABRIEL ALLEN, ESQ. 
POST-MASTER LN PROVIDENCE, R. I. 


In Providence, (R. 1.) on Saturday, 3d inst. Ga- 
BRIEL ALLEN, Ese. in the 75th year of tis age. He 
was ore of the few surviving patriots of the revolution. 
He was an hovorable and bighly respectable member 
of the Cincinnati society, and for about fourteen years 
past he has held the office of Postmaster in this town, 
which, like the many offices of importance which he 
held during the revolution, be has filled with honor to 
himseif, and fidelity to his country. In private as well 
as public life, he endeared himself to all by his ande- 
viating course in the path of integrity and friendship. 
By his death, the loss of an affectionate husband is 
deeply lamented—an only surviving daughter is de 
prived of a kind and provident father, and society 
mourn the departure of one of its brightest ornament, 


; and most valuable citizens. 


He was one of the petitioners, to the General Assem- 
dly of this state, for an act of Incorporation for the First 
Universalist Seciety, and came forward and become 
one of the members of the church, at its formation 18 
Angust last. MF 

The former Postmaster, the revered Dr. Benjamm 
West, the astronomer and philosopher, and the son 12 
law of West, the subject of this notice, were both bra 
and decided Universalists in principle. His ba 
was attended on Monday, (after a short but pertinen 
address and prayer by our Rev. Dr. Pickering) by : 
large concourse of citizens. 4 

Such was the character of the lamented Allen, #® 
those who were best acquainted with his christian rd 
tues, will. with one consent, express their eri 
in his happy change of this for a future and 


world, and resign him to the arms of that God and Sa 
viour in whom he trusted. 














